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The fall season is upon us and you can find evidence of the harvest just about everywhere
on our Island. Now that most grain fields are bare farmers are ramping up their efforts to
harvest potatoes and soybeans while cow calf pairs continue to graze on pasture until the
feeder calves are sold off.
This summer the PEI Cattle Producers employed the services of Brad McCallum of the
Agriculture Commodity Management Association (ACMA) to conduct some levy audits
throughout PEI. It has been over a year since the new levy system was implemented in PEI
and we are aware of the extent of the slippage in levy collection. This is particularly
apparent among those who buy and sell cattle on a frequent basis. Our focus is on
increasing the levy collection on cattle sold in PEI, and we have focused on this sector
because most of they have not been submitting levies. In other sectors, we audited
producers based on random selection. Going forward, audits may be more specifically
targeted to those who refuse to pay their levies. The new regulations state that a $6.00 levy
is to be paid by the Seller when an animal is sold. In practice, this means the $6.00 plus
HST amount for the levy, is to be deducted from the price paid to the Seller for their
animal. The Buyer is responsible to remit the money to the PEICP. In other words; Buyers
are responsible to collect and remit, but do not bear the cost of the levy. We have also
received notice from our neighboring provinces of PEI Buyers purchasing cattle in these
provinces and not deducting the levy. This is causing frustration, that will inevitably lead to
further audits. So please heed this word of caution, if you are purchasing cattle in any of the
Maritime provinces, and you fail to deduct and remit the $6.00 levy (it is the same amount
in all three provinces), then you run the risk of bearing the cost of those levies when you
are audited.
The PEICP is willing to work with anyone who has concerns or questions about the
payment, collection and remittance of levies. We are willing to work with you to ensure the
remittance process suits your current accounting processes. Please give us a call.
We are pleased to offer a broad range of programs. They are available to producers,
community pasture associations and beef livestock transporters in PEI. Further details of
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Chairman’s message cont’d…...
the programs can be found in this newsletter of on our website. We encourage you to check them out. In order to meet some of the
goals of the Canadian Agriculture Partnership (CAP), which provides the funding for these programs, anyone submitting an
application will have to attend the Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+) or the Humane Handling Workshop or both if you have not
already done so. Please make sure you check out the dates for these upcoming workshops in this newsletter so that you don’t miss
the opportunity to attend.
I would like to thank Jena Nicholson for her hard work and dedication to the Certified Island Beef (CIB) and VBP+ programs over
the past two years. Jena has accepted employment in Nova Scotia and we wish her all the best. Anyone with questions or concerns
regarding either of these programs can contact Rinnie Bradley or Amanda Miller at the office.
I encourage you to come out to our Fall District Meetings and meet with myself, our staff and our Directors. We look forward to
seeing you there. Please see this issue for dates and locations.

PEICP NOTICE OF ELECTIONS
There are currently two positions available on the PEICP Board of Directors due to the expiring terms of Peter Dixon, representing
cattle producers at-large and Jeremy Stead, representing cattle producers in Queens County. Peter Dixon, having completed his first
three year term on the Board is eligible for re-election this year. However, Jeremy Stead, having completed two full terms on the
Cattle Producers Board, is not eligible for re-election to the Board this year.
Nomination forms are available from the Prince Edward Island Cattle Producers, or from Marketing Council, Tel: 902-569-7575.
We encourage you to consider serving on the Board of the PEICP and submitting your Nominations Form before October 31, 2018.

ANTIBIOTIC CHANGES COMING SOON……
All livestock producers, including all beef cattle sectors will need a veterinary prescription to purchase common antibiotics starting
December 1, 2018. If you haven’t already done so, please start the conversation today with your veterinarian to discuss how this
will impact your farming practices. For more information and a complete list of beef products impact by the change visit:
http://www.beefresearch.ca/files/pdf/AMR-List-2018%20v6%20Generic.pdf or www.princeedwardisland.ca/AMR.

PROGRAM FUNDING:
The PEICP has lobbied on your behalf to secure funding for various initiatives. Details of the funds are outlined below.
Any producer who wishes to access the funding must meet the following minimum requirements.
Currently registered with the PEICP
Attended a Verified Beef Production (VBP) course (Required)
Must be in good standing with the PEI Cattle Producers Inc.; this includes having paid your deadstock fees and
Check-off levies (required)
A valid Premise ID (encouraged)
Attend a Humane Handling Workshop (not a requirement for all programs)
Applications can be found on the PEICP’s website at www.peicattleproducers.com under the Programs tab.
Applications must be delivered to the PEI Cattle Producers office. The deadline to submit applications and supporting
documentation is February 28, 2019.

Beef Genetics:
The Technology and Science Adoption Sub-Program will support the adoption and/or implementation of best practices, new
technologies, and processes that will improve efficiency and profit margins.
The objective of this project is to provide assistance for beef genetics, which addresses seedstock testing, premium sires, purebred
heifer purchase and elite embryo purchase.
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What funding assistance is available?
Seed stock evaluation:
Incorporation of improved genetics in PEI beef herds is pivotal to establishing a sound foundation in the production of high
quality beef. Evaluation of genetics is the first step en-route
 Consignors of test station bulls will be eligible for $300 for each animal to encourage evaluation of seedstock for residual
feed intake (RFI), genetic evaluation for production and carcass traits, genetic potential using DNA evaluation, ultrasound
testing for muscling, marbling, tenderness and fat cover and full breeding soundness exams.
 Bulls and heifers on home test will be eligible for a $50 incentive to identify genetic potential using DNA evaluation or
ultrasound and an extra $100 for full bull breeding soundness exams which includes semen testing.
 Mature bulls will be eligible for a $100 incentive for a full breeding soundness exam.

Purebred Heifers: Purchased purebred heifers will be eligible for an incentive of:


$200 for a heifer with calf-at-side or confirmed pregnant to calve in the fiscal year, registered in the name of the applicant
and have at least three production or carcass EPD’s above breed average.
 Heifers with above average genetic evaluation scores for marbling or ribeye size or tenderness will be eligible for an extra
$50 incentive.
 Heifer is eligible for the incentive once only in its lifetime. Producers are encouraged to use weaning weight data as initial
selection criteria, but other traits such as conformation, pedigree, disposition should play a key role in the final selection.
 Applicants are responsible for all veterinary fees associated with confirming the pregnancy status of the replacement heifers.
Dairy or dairy type heifers are not eligible under this incentive.
The maximum number of heifers eligible will be eight OR 15% of the number of mature females in the existing herd
whichever is greater. Additional heifers could be eligible but may be prorated based on funding availability.

Premium Sires:








Purchased purebred bulls will be eligible for an incentive of:
$200 for bulls that are physically and structurally sound for breeding (vet checked), have an adjusted yearling weight of 950
lbs and registered (proof of ownership/purchase) in the name of the applicant. Bulls must have at least three production or
carcass EPD’s above breed average. Bulls of smaller specialty breeds which do not have access to an EPD database will be
considered on a case by case basis by evaluating other aspects of breed genetic diversity (inbreeding coefficient).
Evaluated bulls with above average DNA evaluation for marbling or ribeye size or tenderness will be eligible for an extra
$100
Evaluated that have completed an ultrasound test where the percentage intramuscular fat is greater than 3.5% or have a
minimum ribeye area of 1.0 square inch per 100 pounds of body weight will be eligible for an extra $150
Evaluated bulls with a negative RFI (higher efficiency) would be eligible for an extra $200 incentive.
A bull is eligible for the incentive once only in its lifetime.
Maximum assistance will be $650

Purchased F1 Hybrid bulls will be eligible for an incentive of:






$150 for bulls that are physically and structurally sound (vet checked), have an adjusted yearling weight of 950 lbs.
Evaluated bulls with at least average DNA evaluation scores for marbling or ribeye size or tenderness will be eligible for an
extra $100. Bulls that have completed an ultrasound test where the percentage intramuscular fat is greater than 3.5% or have
a minimum ribeye area of 1.0 square inch per 100 pounds of body weight will be eligible for an extra $100
Evaluated bulls with a negative RFI (higher efficiency) would be eligible for an extra $200 incentive.
A bull is eligible for the incentive once only in its lifetime.
Maximum assistance will be $550

Elite Embryo


Up to 30% of the purchase price of genetically superior beef embryos up to a maximum of $500 per embryo. Require EPD
information and registration papers of sire and dam.

On-Farm Assurance – Beef: The objective of this program is to improve the uptake, knowledge and
education as it relates to Assurance Systems, such as Verified Beef Production VBP+) Traceability, Bio-security and Animal
Welfare.
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RFID Readers: 50% funding up to a maximum of $1,333.00 per reader for completing Phase I of the VBP+ program. Or,
75% up to $2,000.00 for completing Phase I of the VBP+ program and attending a Humane Handling Workshop.

Handling Facilities: 50% funding up to a maximum of $2,000.00 per handling system for producers who attend a Humane
Handling Workshop and complete Phase I of the VBP+ program.

VBP+ Audits: 75% of the cost of a Third-Party Audit to become “Registered” under the VBP+ program, value of $318.75.
Biosecurity: Two Biosecurity barn signs to any producer who completes Phase I of the VBP+ program.

Scales:
Funding for Scales is available by submitting your application directly to the PEI Department of Agriculture
To apply for funding to purchase scales:


70% of assistance up to a maximum of $2,500 is available for eligible sensors and monitoring tool expenses. Note: Maximum
annual contribution per project is $5,000 per year to a maximum of $15,000 over the life of the CAP Framework Agreement
(2018-2023). PLEASE NOTE, you must apply directly to the PEI Department of Agriculture.



Applications for scales DO NOT come to the PEICP office
Scales go under the sensors and monitors portion of Technology & Science Adoption sub-program
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/af_arip_guide.pdf
The Applications Form is can be found on this link.
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/forms/af_techsciadoption_application.pdf

Meetings and workshops
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Atlantic Beef Products Inc rewards VBP+
producers in Atlantic Canada for producing
exceptional quality
On August 6th, 2018 Atlantic Beef Products Inc (ABPI) launched a new
premium to financially recognize Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+)
producers in the Atlantic region. The premium is $0.02 per pound, rail weight,
for animals that grade out AAA or higher between 750 and 950 pounds. This
premium is in addition to other grade and weight bonuses that yield top quality
products for food service, retail and most importantly, the end consumer. ABPI
is a strong supporter of the Canada wide VBP+ Program and its vision of
sustainability with a focus on animal care, biosecurity, farm safety and the
environment. The first producer to ship and receive the premium from Atlantic
Beef Products Inc. was Wilsim Farms (Kevin and Susan Simmons). So far,
there are two VBP+ producers from Prince Edward Island and two from New
Brunswick. ABPI wants to continue to play a leadership role to encourage
more beef production in the region, to meet the growing demand by consumers
for the high quality, sustainable beef, that is raised in our region.
For more information regarding this exciting new initiative to support the beef
industry in Atlantic Canada, please visit www.verifiedbeefproductionplus.ca or
contact Amanda Miller at the PEI Cattlemen’s Association, 902 368 2229, or
Bruce Andrews, Atlantic Beef Products, 902 437 2727.
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Three steps to
becoming certified for
CIB

Levy Information:
It has been a year and a half since the new $6.00 Levy was implemented. As a reminder, we would like to breakdown levy as follows:
Provincial Levy, $3.50 is used to run your organization and to pay allocations to the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association, the National Check
-Off is $2.50. This portion is sent to the National Check-Off Agency where it is distributed for Marketing, Research, or Issues Management.
If the PEICP does any activities under these headings it can apply to these funds to have some of this money returned for local projects.
While we understand that producers are concerned about this increase, you need to understand that without it the PEICP would have to
make significant changes. These would include the reduction of programs or services, but equally important is the ability to participate as a
member of the national organizations representing the Canadian Beef Industry.
Our financial contribution has ensured that we have a voice at the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association (policy and issues management),
Canada Beef (marketing and promotion), Beef Cattle Research Council (research and product development) as well as the Canadian Cattle
Identification Agency (CCIA) and the Maritime Beef Council.
The value of having representation on these organizations cannot be understated. As you contemplate the importance of paying levies, we
encourage you to take a few minutes and visit http://beefstrategy.com and after reading just a few pages we’re sure you will have no
difficulty seeing your levy dollars at work.
Some of you have stated that the person buying your cattle has indicated that they will look after paying your levies. We want to let you
know that while this is a generous offer, it is very unlikely that this is being done. To ensure that your levies are being paid, you can ask to
have them deducted when you sell your cattle. In the event of an audit, you will have proof that you paid your levies. Without this proof,
you, the Seller, will be responsible to pay levies on the cattle you sold. We have provided an example of what your invoice could look like
(see below left).
If you are a cattle Buyer, you must remit levies deducted from Sellers. You don’t need to report individual names and you don’t need to
include a record of the sales, we just require your totals. We are willing to work with you and will allow you to remit when it is convenient,
such as quarterly, so long as you are consistent in doing so. (Keep in mind however; that all records must be maintained in the event of an
audit.) We have included an Example: PEI Levy Deduction Remittance Form for Buyers (see below right). This form allows you to report
your purchases from PEI as well as from NS or NB. All levies can be sent to the PEICP and we will disperse them accordingly.
Dairy animals including cull cow, cull bulls, and bob calves are levied at $6.00/hd. The PEICP is going to meet with DFPEI to review the
Alternative Dairy Producer Levy Remittance Program that would allow dairy producers to remit levies annually. Until that time, the levy on
all dairy animals remains at $6.00/hd.
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